
BEFORE

THE PUBLIC SERVICECOMMISSIONOF

SOUTHCAROLINA

DOCKETNO. 92-110-C- ORDERNO. 2000-992

DECEMBER11,2000

IN RE: Dual PartyRelay
,4

ORDER REDUCING _f_&

MONTHLY ACCESS FEE

This matter comes before the Public Service Commission of South Carolina (the

Commission) for consideration of a recommendation which would reduce the monthly

access charge for support of dual party relay from $.07 per month to $.05 per month.

S.C. Code Ann. Section 58-9-2530(A) (Supp. 1999) states that the Commission

may require all local exchange telephone companies operating in this State to impose a

monthly charge not to exceed twenty-five (25) cents on all residential and business local

exchange access facilities as necessary to fund the operation of the dual party relay

system in South Carolina. The statute goes on to state that the amount of the charge must

be determined by the Commission based upon the amount of funding necessary to

accomplish the purposes of the article and provide dual party telephone relay services on

a continuous basis. The monthly access charge was originally determined by us to be

$. 10, and the charge was at this level until our' issuance of Order' No. 2000-0175 in this

Docket, dated February 22, 2000, which reduced the amount to $.07..



DOCKET NO. 92-110-C- ORDERNO.2000-992
DECEMBER 11,2000
PAGE2

The$.10chargehadhistoricallyresultedin asurplusagein thefundestablished

for theoperationof thesystem.Thisresultedin therecommendationfi'omtheHouse

Transportation,Law EnforcementandRegulatorySubcommitteethatweconsider

reducingthemonthly chargeto $.07.We orderedthis reduction,but it appearsthatthe

$.07level is still producingasurplusage.

We havethereforeexamined,with theaid of theExecutiveDirector,projects

approvedfor fundingin thenearfuture.After'duedeliberation,webelievethat, atthis

time,themonthly accesschargeshouldbe reducedfrom $.07to $.05..We holdthatthis

amountwill accomplishthepurposeof thearticleandprovidedualparty telephonerelay

servicesona continuousbasis.We notethat,if necessary,wecanreexaminethis

reductionat a laterdateusingthesestatutorycriteria.

Accordingly,weherebyorderall LocalExchangeCarriers,includingincumbent

carriersandcompetitivecarriers,to reducethemonthly accessfeebilled to eachaccess

line for thesupportof thedualpartyrelaysystemfrom $.07to $.05permonthassoonas

it is technicallyfeasible.We instructtheCommission'sExecutiveDirectorto monitor'

this account,sothatthis Commissioncandecidewhetheradditionaladjustmentsshould

bemadein thefuture.
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This Ordershallremainin full forceandeffectuntil furtherOrderof the

Commission.

BY ORDEROFTHE COMMISSION:

Chairman

ATTEST:

(SEAL)


